NBC NIGHTLY NEWS -CAMPAIGN 2000 REPORTS 
- JULY 2000 


https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=eRi39yW8NE4 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRi3s9yW8NE4 





Uploaded by DANNOTCH'S NEWSVIDEOS 
(https :/Awww.youtube.com/channel/UC7XOLKts7k4FT498Id_x5sq) on Thu Jun 25 2020. 


From JULY 2000 NBC NIGHTLY NEWS reports from campaign 2000. 


00:00:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=eRi39yW8NE4) 


a mixed reception today for texas governor and presidential candidate george w bush at the national 
convention of the naacp please don't forget please don't forget security removed a handful of death penalty 
protesters after they began shouting and waving pictures of gay gary graham executed in texas last month 
which was cordially received when he said he hoped to improve relationships between the gop and black 
americans i recognize the history of the republican party and the naacp has not been one of regular 
partnership but our nation is harmed when we let our differences separate us and divide us governor bush 
also called slavery a blight on the past presidential politics tonight four months after al gore defeated him for 
the democratic presidential nomination former senator bill bradley finally endorsed the vice president today at 
a rally in green bay wisconsin bradley the former pro basketball star said winning is a team sport and he'll 
work to help the democrats win congress and the white house i will work to accomplish both because i 
believe that democrats have a better chance of guiding america to a brighter future than to republicans and 
it's not even close and today i want to make it clear that i endorse al gore for president of the united states 
gore in turn praised bradley for bringing quote high purpose and high ideals to the primary contest and he 
said bradley would be an important part of the coming campaign and of this country's future speaking of 
which who's going to be gores number two both candidates gore and bush are in the final stages of choosing 
a running mate 
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running mate rule one in this business has always been do no harm to your campaign but is it always that 
easy here's nbc's lisa myers the mating game in full swing today with governor tom ridge a potential running 
mate at his side george w bush announces he finally has a short list and it's a secret you know i think it's 
best at this point in the process to tell people that i'm coming to a conclusion al gore says he'll announce his 
pick right after the republican convention hoping to steal back the spotlight from bush choosing a running 
mate is the biggest decision a candidate makes washington heavyweights are leading the search former 
secretary of defense dick cheney for bush former secretary of state warren christopher for war mickey cantor 
who's been inside the selection process in the past says there are two overriding concerns can the person 
man and woman serve as president united states in a competent impressive fashion number one number 
two will this person get you in trouble in any way because of anything in their background that might be 
negative take dan quayle the big mistake say former aides then vice president bush's insistence on surprise 
over substance the key date tuesday august 16 1988 bush is determined to avoid leaks has conducted the 
search largely in secret tells aids he's finally chosen a running mate but won't say who 11 am the tarmac in 
new orleans he whispers to ronald reagan it's dan quayle to pick a candidate who's so totally unknown as 
dan quayle was not only to a lot of people in the republican party at that time but certainly to the media uh 
who who cover these things you're asking for a lot of trouble the result a feeding frenzy over quail service in 


the national guard an even worse nightmare 1972 discovering tom eagleton had been hospitalized for 
psychiatric problems after he'd already been named to the democratic ticket since that nightmare potential 
vice presidents undergo exhaustive scrutiny 
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presidents undergo exhaustive scrutiny searching for any possible wart today candidates provide every piece 
of information every record imaginable it took one republican three weeks to put it all together and 
candidates fill out a form with about a hundred questions do they have family members who could be 
embarrassing did they use drugs did they cheat in school or engage in any kind of sexual misconduct just 
think of anything that could potentially be embarrassing and that's usually the final question you ask is there 
anything else that we've missed then there are political considerations campaigns pull into focus groups to 
test how voters react to various choices in certain states it can make a big difference and everybody you 
know understands that this is a very close campaign right now and understands that a winner or a bomb 
could make the difference lisa myers nbc news washington bbc news in depth tonight a tale of two cities both 
in the glare of the national spotlight because they're about to be host of the national political conventions but 
both are now struggling with some problems beginning with philadelphia ready to host the republicans when 
they get to town from across the country a disturbing piece of videotape has taken some of the shine off that 
city's image we begin in depth tonight with nbc's jim avila construction in high gear today philadelphia just 
two weeks from its biggest day since the bicentennial the republican national convention showing off a 
spruced up city a proud effort officially dubbed welcome america suddenly embarrassed by dramatically 
inhospitable pictures of a police beating this is not going to be an enduring message of this convention or an 
enduring image of the convention but this wpvi videotape has been shown around the world over and over its 
images tied to the city like rodney king's beating is to los angeles today's headline a frame by frame analysis 
of the beating by the philadelphia inquirer finds 25 police surrounding the suspect 10 cops actually throwing 
punches or 





10 cops actually throwing punches or kicks four of them black throwing 34 blows six white officers throwing 
25 blows in 28 seconds the carjacker suspect hit 59 times dramatic impact and the police department will 
hear about it when the one hundred thousand protesters expected to fill this city join the forty five thousand 
delegates guests and journalists checking in for the convention some protesters say they've been under 
surveillance hooded undercover police taking pictures of them they carry photographs and they try to target 
people who they think are protest organizers philadelphia's new police chief a new york city import who 
designed political convention security there has been training his seven thousand member force for a year 
we're pretty confident and and i i think it would be a mistake to look at that incident uh and that chase that 
that's just clearly an aberration but i understand the concern police supervisors have been given orders to 
keep a close eye on the ranks and to expect taunts and insults because of the videotape beating if you see 
somebody in the front line start to get upset and start to take this these personal insults personally move 
them out and replace them with with another officer policing philadelphia's big show just three days ago it got 
harder as the city's police are warm their thick skin must get thicker nbc news philadelphia now to los 
angeles where the democrats will gather for their nominee nominating convention next month and as nbc's 
fred francis tells us protesters are promising to make themselves seen and heard and the police are getting 
ready they did this for cameras the los angeles police showing their crowd control tactics la's force of 9000 
says it's ready these mock demonstrators obeyed orders but many of the up to 50 000 protesters expected 
here won't if people are violent if they threaten public safety rest assured the lapd will move in and be 
decisive and take care of the problem already a flashpoint brewing 
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already a flashpoint brewing demonstrators access to the convention streets police say no way a 14 foot 
fence and 20 000 rounds of pepper spray to back that up protesters promise keep us away and we'll 
blockade the streets what choice do we have but to protest it is our right the center on the edge of downtown 
handling five thousand delegates fifteen thousand journalists is easily protected but the freeways leading into 
the city snarled at the best of times are easily blocked so are delicate hotels and they're in a potential 
disaster tough la police critics say too easily provoked and quick to use heavy force i have seen a trail of 
misconduct excessive force and lying it is widely agreed that the seattle police got out fox by better 
organized protesters trying to shut down the world trade organization meeting last year and that is the wild 
card here will they be as violent and as mobile as they were in seattle and the anarchists vow they'll be at 
least a thousand strong here more than twice their seattle number battle tested and one policeman admitted 
better trained than the lapd for a street fight fred francis nbc news los angeles got a little rough on the 
presidential campaign trail tonight al gore was on george bush's home turf san antonio texas where he 
criticized the governor's budget priorities about a hundred miles away at the governor's mansion in austin 
bush fired back that he doesn't need al gore to tell him how to run his state but gore said bush's cuts help big 
business while families with children are hurting when governor bush had the biggest surplus in the state's 
history he devoted it to a tax cut for the special interests instead of even addressing this problem our texas 
budget is balanced and our texas budget is in the black we 
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and our texas budget is in the black we have a surplus of 1.4 billion dollars in the bank for vice president 
gore to claim otherwise for his own political purposes is a travesty he should be ashamed gore was 
particularly critical of the bush record on health insurance for low-income children in texas saying tough rules 
make it difficult for families to enroll in the medicaid program in that state there is high intrigue tonight as the 
vice presidential selection process nears an end with the republican national convention a little over a week 
away now all eyes tonight are on texas governor george w bush reports that an old and bitter rival john 
mccain might be back in the running for vice president have created a media frenzy and today the texas 
governor did nothing to dampen it we have two reports tonight beginning with nbc news correspondent david 
gregory on his ranch outside austin today governor bush refuses to say whether senator mccain's change of 
heart means the arizona senator is now a leading contender for the number two slot i've heard there's a lot of 
speculation that goes on in the course of the vice presidential selection and uh a good man he's a good 
friend of mine though sources close to mccain say the bush campaign has requested weekend phone 
numbers for the senator bush says there's no need for any more meetings make up my mind here over the 
weekend i'm not talking to anybody that's what i was trying to tell you mccain who according to several 
sources has told friends he'd accept the number two slot if bush asked insists again today he doesn't want it 
nothing has changed when i asked governor bush he asked me would i consider it i said i asked i request 
that you not consider me continue to work to keep today bush hardly seems tense about his deliberations 
taking time to escort reporters around his 1600 acre ranch where the bushes are building a home but bush is 
anxious about one thing his choice leaking out so he says once he's made up his mind he'll tell 


00:12:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=eRi3s9yWBNE4&t=721s 





he's made up his mind he'll tell very few people at first his wife his father president bush senior staff and of 
course his running mate though the texas governor won't confirm how many names are on his short list there 
are several leading contenders ironically the name to surface most prominently in recent days is the man 
heading bush's search former defense secretary dick cheney bush won't say if he's a candidate but he hasn't 
ruled it out other names oklahoma governor frank keating a favorite of conservatives nebraska senator chuck 
hagel and tennessee senator fred thompson once thought to be a front-runner himself pro-choice 
pennsylvania governor tom ridge has according to republican sources told friends he believes he's now out 
of contention tonight bush says he's eager to make this big decision the question now how senator mccain's 
latest overture will weigh on the governor's mind david gregory nbc news crawford texas this is anne 
thompson confidence of john mccain say the war hero is once again ready to answer a call to duty this time 
to help his party but still denying he wants to be bush's number two nothing has changed since my 


conversation with governor bush in pittsburgh with polls showing the race tightening more and more 
republicans think mccain could give bush the winning margin in november the argument for john mccain is 
that among independents and among democrats he is the most popular republican that ability to attract 
swing voters crucial to house republicans trying to hold on to their slim majority in congress last night 60 of 
them signing a petition urging dick cheney to consider john mccain one who would like to see mccain on the 
ticket freshman congressman steve pykendoll of los angeles facing a tough race in november john mccain 
has got values that appeal across the spectrum in this country but could the two camps get past the 
bitterness of the primary battle 
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bitterness of the primary battle this is an attack piece that is not by my campaign what says paid for by john 
mccain it is not by mike and could mccain a shoot from the mavericks really be a good vice presidential 
candidate peggy noonan speechwriter for presidents reagan and bush does not believe the former navy pilot 
has the right stop a vice president is by definition a team player a discreet man who works from the inside 
one who gives quiet advice and wise advice and keeps himself out of the spotlight that doesn't really sound 
like john mccain but tonight a bush mccain ticket looks less and less likely the mccain camp told the top bush 
aide that the senator does not want to be asked to be the running mate because as one adviser put it if 
asked out of loyalty he would have to say yes ann thompson nbc news chicago and there's this more 
evidence tonight fueling that speculation that bush's choice might just be the man helping him make the 
choice nbc news has learned that former defense secretary dick cheney has traveled to wyoming to 
personally change his voter registration from texas back to his home state of wyoming due to a constitutional 
provision that both president and vice president cannot be from the same state now to the vice president 
today campaigning before labor leaders won't say how close he is to finding a running mate or how the 
republican guessing game affects his choice i'm going to let the bush campaign settle its own choices on on 
this i'm concentrating on finding someone who can be pr who can become president if necessary who who 
has a relationship of trust with me gore aids wants to be able to make the announcement shortly after the 
republican convention and former secretary of state warren christopher the man who helped pick al gore as 
vice president is drawing up the list some names that 
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is drawing up the list some names that keep coming to the top former senator george mitchell the upside 
former majority leader brokered peace in northern ireland the downside washington insider senator bob 
graham of florida the upside it's a critical state the downside he may be even more detail-oriented than the 
vp senator john kerry the upside a charismatic vietnam vet the downside also a washington insider and nbc 
news has learned that there is new talk within top core circles about bill bradley he hasn't been approached 
and it's not clear he'd say yes and many believe gore after a bitter primary season wouldn't be comfortable 
with bradley he has said he wants a full partner i think he's seen now how white house operates and how a 
person like him vice president can operate effectively it's been true of vice president since walter mondale 
house minority leader dick gephardt is still on the list even though he's asked not to be asked and there's talk 
again about defense secretary william cohen a republican other contenders indiana senator evan bayh 
connecticut senator joe lieberman north carolina senator john edwards and illinois senator richard durbin 
gore hasn't had any formal meetings with the candidates yet but those could start soon in fact he'll be 
vacationing on the same resort island as senator bai at the end of next week but gore aides say he plans to 
take full advantage of the fact that he can wait to see bush's pick and then try to top it claire shipman nbc 
news washington new politics now on the way for george w bush to announce who he wants as vice 
president as speculation swirls around former defense secretary richard chaney the bush campaign insists 
no decision has been made although the governor is close to that point so far george w bush is maintaining 
control of the process something which isn't always possible they are called the ticket the nominee and the 
running mate when george w bush brings his choice to 
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when george w bush brings his choice to the convention hall it will be the fifth time in the last six elections 
that a bush was on the gop ticket 1980 was the first time and it almost nbc news good evening from detroit 
where a mighty effort is underway tonight to get former president gerald r ford to run for vice president on a 
ticket headed by ronald reagan at the time many considered that a dream ticket and former president ford 
and his advisors actively discussed it with the reagan team they're all good friends of mine and we're doing a 
lot of talking on the convention floor that night rumors about those talks spread like wildfire i've had no 
confirmation yeah that it's really an accomplished time but all this development gives me cause to be a little 
bit more optimistic i think that they would make a tremendous ticket no doubt about it i understand some from 
some very close friends of former president ford that president ford has agreed to run with governor reagan 
it's pretty hard to keep up uh we have been having some telephone reports from staff and uh we understand 
that at the last report at least the arrangement had not been agreed to yet a crowd gathered in the lobby of 
the hotel where the negotiations were taking place at another hotel george bush apparently out of contention 
announced he was heading for bed ronald reagan was watching the coverage concerned about rumor and 
reality as ford finally bowed out then suddenly word sweeps across the convention floor that the ticket is set 
tension mounted as reporters and delegates scramble to find out who reagan had chosen here's the moment 
when nbc news broke the story you're on chris directors for ronald reagan with an incredible announcement 
who is the vice presidential nominee oh i just got word 
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presidential nominee oh i just got word from our trailer that the governor's coming over to make a screech as 
governor's coming over to make a speech and the nominee is going to be george bush a few minutes after 
midnight reagan broke tradition by addressing the delegates the night before his acceptance speech to 
officially end the suspense and i am recommending to this convention that tomorrow when the session 
reconvenes the george bush the ticket survived that drama 20 summers ago still george w bush hopes to 
avoid any missteps as he chooses his number two i think with governor bush this is going to be a very 
important test for two reasons one it's his first test by which voters can view his decision-making authority 
and then number two will be immediately compared to the decision that his father made in 1988 with the 
selection of jade danforth quail this is nbc nightly news reported by john siegenthaler good evening everyone 
republican presidential candidate george w bush appears to be on the verge tonight of making the biggest 
decision yet in this campaign his choice for a running mate well there has been no official word from the 
texas governor nbc news has uncovered more signs pointing to the man bush initially picked to help him 
choose a vice president nbc's david gregory is covering the bush campaign governor bush stays out of sight 
today on his ranch outside austin aides say nearing his final decision on a running mate but there are strong 
signals that bush has all but decided to tap former defense secretary dick cheney for the job chaney telling 
reporters he's returning to dallas tonight nbc news has learned that chaney who is heading up the vp search 
for the texas governor has informed the board of his company halliburton oil that he's in strong contention for 
the number two slot even the latest man to surface as a leading contender for the job former missouri 
senator john danforth says today he believes cheney not he will get the nod oklahoma 
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cheney not he will get the nod oklahoma governor frank keating also downplayed his chances today saying 
he doesn't expect bush to call i don't think so i never have thought so i think there is a an impressive list of 
people i see where dick cheney is now apparently uh at the top of the list and he's an old friend and a great 
person bush advisers will only say that the governor's mind is not made up in many ways this decision is 
going to say a lot about governor bush and the high caliber of people the integrity and and depth of 
experience that many of these potential candidates bring to this potential office so bush's list looks like this 
cheyney danforth keating and others senators chuck hagel of nebraska and fred thompson of tennessee 
governors george pataki of new york and tom ridge of pennsylvania both are pro-abortion rights making them 
objectionable to many gop conservatives then the wildcard senator john mccain now saying he'd accept if 
bush offers but top aides to the senator say bush has been notified he still doesn't want to be asked so 
tonight bush prepares to end the speculation advisers say consulting his wife laura and his father who was in 


this very same position 12 years ago a final decision is expected to be announced tuesday david gregory nbc 
news washington now just four years ago bob dole was going through the same process trying to choose his 
running mate tonight scott reed dole's campaign manager in 1996 on what it's like on the inside of the 
selection process in his own words the element of surprise is a big part of the vp selection process and it's 
an important part it's an important part in bush's this time you can just see it in his eyes and what he's saying 
and again it helps drive bigger headlines and more excitement and more focused i mean this is a worldwide 
story for 72 hours we didn't tell anybody that was the first it was very tightly held by just the senator and 
myself and maybe 
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by just the senator and myself and maybe one or two other people elizabeth dole was involved in it but it was 
held tightly deliberately we knew how volatile it was and how important it was the beauty to the kemp 
decision is that he was not on anybody's lists and when we went to san diego the energy and the excitement 
was second to none and the whole campaign was very exciting and it generated a lot of enthusiasm and 
that's what you hope to do at a convention you want to send all the republicans home charge it up scott reed 
who managed the dole presidential campaign four years ago in his own words they expected to be named by 
texas governor george w bush as his running mate he is dick cheney a former white house chief of staff and 
defense secretary under president bush the governor's father the announcement is expected tomorrow and 
while governor bush is not confirming a choice neither is he denying it tonight i spent a good part of the 
morning with the governor at his ranch outside of waco he's developing a hundred acre spread worthy of a 
presidential retreat but first he has to name his vice presidential candidate are you talking to your father 
about your vice presidential choice yes he's i'm convincing with him he's interested as an observer he knows 
though there's only one person that can uh can make the decision that's me of all those candidates that 
we've been reading about dick cheney must be closest to his heart he served him so well you know he knew 
i'm sure he knows him but he knows a lot of the other candidates too a lot of people are going to say if you 
picked a cheney we had to pick somebody who knew something about foreign policy and defense matters 
and running the white house because that's where he's weak well you know i'm sure the critics are going to 
find something to criticize me on regardless who i picked but i'm going to pick somebody who can be the 
president and somebody with whom i can work and uh i'm going to pick somebody's going to help me get 
elected isn't the political reality if you chose a vice presidential candidate who was pro-choice you would 
have a revolt on your hands in philadelphia 
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revolt on your hands in philadelphia not necessarily but there's a lot of political choices i got to make you put 
tom ridge out there for example the governor of pennsylvania big an important state a guy with a great record 
pro-choice immediately the catholic church and jesse helms said no way i put some other candidates out 
there and people said no way and some people said hooray i get all kinds of advice but i'm making the 
decision based upon what's best for my campaign and i'm gonna let you know here pretty soon what it is let 
me ask you about education the big issue really is about the kids who are left behind not the kids who get out 
of the system absolutely no question about it and we have a system today that does not challenge mediocrity 
and one of the things the president can do is to work with states and local jurisdictions to have a system that 
holds people accountable for results i asked bush about issues affecting the nation outside of our borders 
obviously the middle east is on everybody's mind prime minister barack called me last night and um what do 
you say well they just said they're working hard nothing's been done do you think president clinton's doing a 
good job with those middleweight socks i do yeah i do i think i think this is a man who's putting enormous 
energy into the process as for national security bush wants a missile defense shield star wars he's intrigued 
by russian president putin's suggestion the countries cooperate so in the george w bush administration there 
could be a joint u.s russian approach to a missile defense shield could be depends on how that depends 
upon russia and what they're like and how they behave in the world of nations but yeah they could be sure 
but what if this election is mostly about the american economy good times because i go around the country 
governor and i've spent a lot of time all across america i've never seen such a level of prosperity or 


happiness as i find right now well we'll find out you know if people measure the happy index as you said 
based upon the dow jones industrial average then i'm miscalculating america because i think there's a 
there's another index that's important it's a compassionate index but first back to the vice presidential 
announcement 
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announcement you think you'll surprise us when you make the call i don't know i don't know what 
expectations are no names that we haven't been reading no you see you're pretty i know you're a pretty good 
fisherman i'm fishing yes you are and i ain't catching let me rephrase it i'm not biting and both governor bush 
and general colin powell today completely knocked down the earlier report that the bush father and son were 
trying to bring powell onto the ticket at the 11th hour the general and the governor said it is simply not true 
already however democrats are saying if it is cheney the governor is doing what his father wants more on 
cheney tonight from nbc's lisa myers he's known as the quiet man from wyoming and today republicans and 
democrats agree the 59-year-old cheney is one of the most competent most respected most liked men in his 
party he's got a gyroscope system that never goes off course he he doesn't get irritated he's unflappable 
despite his powerful resume long time friends say cheney's the same fly fishing as he is advising the 
president he has no pretensions and has very little ego requirement he is a person truly that communicates 
directly chaney grew up in wyoming married his high school's homecoming queen and earned two degrees 
in political science when the cheneys hit washington he almost immediately became a star named president 
ford's chief of staff at age 34 the youngest ever elected to congress in 1978 he quickly moved up the 
leadership ladder eventually becoming the number two republican in the house his moderate manner 
softened a very conservative voting record and enabled him to work well with democrats he is not one of 
those people in politics who believes that you have to practice the art of character assassination in 1989 
chaney becomes president bush's 
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in 1989 chaney becomes president bush's secretary of defense and helps win the gulf war three o'clock 
thursday morning in the gulf the armed forces of the united states began in operation at the direction of the 
president i think he's very very smart very very tough uh he makes sure he gets all the facts before he makes 
a decision for the last five years chaney has been chairman and ceo of a dallas oil company if he leaves that 
job he'll give up millions of dollars a year today a noted heart surgeon tried to dampen concerns about 
cheney's health dr denton cooley says cheney's three mild heart attacks which led to bypass surgery 12 
years ago should not interfere with a strenuous campaign a campaign in which cheney isn't likely to be 
mistaken for a rock star but brings stature and loyalty lisa myers nbc news washington looks terrific pounding 
on governor bush's record on everything from the budget to health care in texas has now emerged as a 
centerpiece of the gore strategy more on that from nbc's claire shipman the other guy has been president it's 
quickly becoming the biggest campaign trail battle last year they had the biggest surplus in their history now 
one year later they've got a shortfall no al gore is not talking about the federal budget but about the state of 
financial affairs in texas reports out of the texas capital of a budget shortfall of more than 600 million dollars 
caused texas democrats al gore by their side to pounce i think they're circling the wagons over at austin right 
now they're having to deal with this shortfall but the state comptroller a republican fired back it is absolute 
hogwash for anybody talk about a deficit in the state of texas we've got a tremendous healthy budget surplus 
texas did overspend but the surplus ought to cover it i think it's getting this kind of attention because of the 
presidential campaign it's not an unusual event but it's a fair charge and new charges tonight nbc news has 
talked with a group of 
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nbc news has talked with a group of current and former state officials who have asked not to be identified 
they claim inappropriate budget maneuvering last year to get george w bush's 1.7 billion dollar tax cut 
through and they say that hundreds of millions of federal welfare dollars were shifted against regulations to a 


state program for children in order to pay for the tax cut republicans insist there was no impropriety and bush 
says he welcomes the scrutiny and we got a good record in texas and my answer is bring him on but gore is 
hoping that the issue of the texas budget will reinforce what advisors think is his best shot at victory casting 
doubt on bush's ability to manage the economy claire shipman nbc news washington host the republican 
national convention for the first time since nineteen forty eight this weekend two thousand sixty six gop 
delegates are on their way to the celebration where they will officially give george w bush their stamp of 
approval as they arrive the latest polls show the texas governor with a solid lead over his democratic 
opponent giving him a boost as he makes one last campaign swing before making his entrance in 
philadelphia we begin our coverage with nbc's david gregory who's traveling with the bush campaign 
campaigning in rain soaked louisville today bush assured supporters he'll take the fight to al gore even in 
democratic strongholds we're going to win this campaign because we got the best ideas we got the right 
platform we got a philosophy that's conservative and a philosophy that's compassionate before large crowds 
in republican friendly cities this weekend bush works crucial territory for his campaign swing states kentucky 
and ohio republicans have not won these states since 1988 when bush's father campaigned here president 
bush was on his son's mind as he spoke to reporters aboard his jet today the texas governor said seeing his 
dad at the convention in philadelphia 
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at the convention in philadelphia will be an emotional moment for him this man is not a political consultant he 
is a father and i love him and respect him and the advice i get from him is the advice a dad would give a son 
the candidate says this convention will look and sound much different than others have planners promise a 
softer tone and fewer partisan attacks speakers will include not just the party's political all-stars like colin 
powell but real citizens one of the things we try to do is make the convention interesting so people actually 
pay attention to it and that we don't have the usual parade of elected officials alone today bush again 
defended his running mate dick cheney not on his congressional voting record but on his subdued style on 
the trail bush saying the former ceo is unaccustomed to campaigning and is quote just warming up this pre- 
convention swing is all about building momentum and enthusiasm for the new republican ticket bush says in 
the coming months he and his running mate dick cheney will campaign hard in states like kentucky the 
battleground that could prove decisive this fall david gregory nbc news with the bush campaign in louisville 
the republican party's 107 member platform committee finished its work today unanimously approving a 
statement of party principles which the full convention will be asked to approve the platform which runs more 
than 70 pages embraces many of bush's positions including a stronger role for the federal government in 
education and cutting some nuclear weapons but overall the platform is clearly conservative conservative 
opposing gays in the military and again expressing an absolute opposition and the final document maintains 
the party's call for a constitutional amendment to ban abortion joining me now is platform committee 
chairman tommy thompson the governor of wisconsin good evening governor thank you good evening thank 
you very much for having me as we mentioned the platform seeks to ban abortion no exceptions but that's 
different from 
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no exceptions but that's different from governor bush's position how does he reconcile that well very simple 
not every plank in the platform is something that george bush can embrace but overall it's a document that 
really puts the the cover on compassionate conservatism it puts the new kind of programs in and it gives him 
the opportunity to win a winning election in november is there room in the republican party for people who 
believe in abortion rights oh absolutely we got some wonderful language in there that's a very uh wide 
sweeping in regards to allowing people that have different views to support the republican principles this 
platform is very visionary it's very optimistic very uplifting and i'll tell you the delegates were excited about it 
this platform also says no to gays in the military essentially why shouldn't gays be in the military well really 
it's the same position that the the clinton gore administration has indicated and it's the same thing that's been 
taken over so it's no different that uh gays in regards to if you tell you're going to be out of the under the 
military it's the same policy the military has right now the 1996 platform called for the abolition of the 


department of education this platform does not why well we really want to center education as a number one 
issue for george bush to run on and this platform really encompasses what george bush has been talking 
about every child should have the opportunity to learn every child can learn and every child needs the 
opportunity from the federal and state government and parents in order to be able to accomplish that i know 
you've got a busy week ahead wisconsin governor tommy thompson thank you very much for being with us 
today reported by john siegenthaler good evening everyone on the eve of this carefully planned four-day gop 
gathering the stage is set for what party leaders hope will be the most unified convention in years already 
this evening some of the party superstars have been doing walk throughs here in the hall george w bush 
comes here with plenty of momentum what his father called big mo our campaign coverage begins tonight 
with nbc's david gregory 





tonight with nbc's david gregory as governor bush took a break from the campaign trail this morning to attend 
church services in cincinnati there's fresh evidence the texas governor enjoys some pre-convention 
momentum in the latest nbc news wall street journal poll bush maintains a six-point lead over vice president 
gore what's more bush is ahead with critical voting blocks one point among women 12 points among men 
independent voters bush leads gore by 15. also interesting green party nominee ralph nader's strong 
showing among swing voters which could hurt gore bush's selection of dick cheney as a running mate has 
come under heavy fire from democrats attacking his voting record the latest this ad cheney was one of only 
eight members of congress to oppose the clean water act one of the few to vote against head start he even 
voted against the school lunch program against health insurance for people who lost their jobs a bush 
spokesman calls the ad part of gore's quote slaughterhouse campaign style but voters appear unphased 
eight and ten saying they are either neutral too or more comfortable of course because of his choice bush 
appearing at a rally near cincinnati today during the coming months he and cheney will dedicate themselves 
to the very swing states he's now visiting before the convention the last two elections we haven't done so 
well but that's going to change come november we're going to carry the great state of ohio on the eve of his 
convention bush promises a different kind of republican gathering with more real people on the stage than 
politicians and he plans to appear in the hall only via satellite until his acceptance speech thursday night 
david gregory nbc news with the bush campaign in cincinnati this is ann thompson with bush's running mate 
who spent today defending his record they mentioned head start i can find a vote where i voted for a 16 
percent increase in head start funding and outgoing voted against it not even a week on the ticket democrats 
already portraying dick cheney as an 
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already portraying dick cheney as an extremist in an ad he says takes his congressional votes out of context 
the former secretary of defense made the rounds of the sunday morning talk shows seemingly everywhere 
appearing on all five networks conceding that now he would vote differently on some issues i would vote 
today to leave the department of education in place but giving little ground on certain principles the right of 
the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed chaney says his views are in line with governor bush 
but when they disagree he promised those disagreements will be settled privately i might go in and argue a 
different point of view with him but i'll do it privately and when he's made his decision then i'll salute smartly 
and support the policy the next vice president dick cheney tonight chaney arrived in philadelphia for five days 
of meetings and appearances preparing for the fall campaign wednesday night cheney will address the two 
thousand delegates here and the nation a bush aide says the nominee will talk about how the ticket will work 
to change the political tone in washington something chaney tried to do on his own today ann thompson nbc 
news philadelphia in the days leading up to this convention street demonstrations were a big concern but as 
nbc's joe johns reports the protests so far have been orderly echoes of the 1960s in what's expected to be 
the largest demonstration this week smaller than expected three thousand to five thousand people with a 
wide array of political agendas animal rights abortion rights police brutality the arms race we're here to tell 
george w bush in the republican party that the american public does not want a star wars missile system 
mostly liberal or progressive causes organized around one general theme that corporate interests are 
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that corporate interests are overwhelming the electorate they've bought our democracy they've bought 
virtually everything even the mainstream media is now owned by just a few corporations with an army of 
officers on the streets and vows from the protesters to forego any confrontations only a few hints of trouble a 
painted van bearing anti-abortion slogans was surrounded and chased off a few scattered emergency calls 
but no serious problems reported the philadelphia police commissioner on the streets on a bicycle assessed 
his troops i've never seen a group more calm and assured of themselves unity 2000 was a mostly peaceful 
and lawful demonstration but with the convention beginning tomorrow police are bracing for more protests 
planned and unplanned which could test their ability to maintain order joe johns nbc news philadelphia like all 
political conventions this 37th convention of the republican party is designed to build to the nominee's 
triumphant entrance followed by a stirring speech nbc's jonathan alter took a look at how those moments are 
made the hall is ready the candidates big moment is now just four days away i need to know what ideas we 
want to get in and speech writer michael gerson says the goal is to show what is his view of the times and 
how does he fit it a potentially difficult fit for a challenger trying to convince the country to shift directions in 
boom times in this given set of circumstances why in a time of prosperity and peace america should change 
governments that's his task and he has to do it in a sort of stylistically winning way that makes him attractive 
compelling figure but he has to make an argument and along with selling the candidate's vision the 
acceptance speech needs to generate momentum for the sprint toward election day i think governor bush's 
first challenge is to to know that even after all this campaign there's millions of americans who will 
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there's millions of americans who will be watching him and judging him for the first time those judgments can 
be critical in 1964 barry goldwater had a memorable line about the cold war extremism in the defense of 
liberty is no vice that helped cause a crushing defeat in november ronald reagan in 1980 promised dramatic 
change we are going to put an end to the notion that the american taxpayer exists to fund the federal 
government the federal government exists to serve the american people he won in a landslide in 1988 his 
successor george bush proved that some lines read my lips can come back to haunt you after you win this 
bush campaign is going to ride the good times suggesting that after two terms of clinton it's more than money 
that matters we're going to talk about how we can use this moment this moment of exceptional promise to do 
great things and we're going to talk about how the the uh you know the current administration hasn't done so 
here inside the convention hall there's not going to be a lot of drama early this week but thursday's 
acceptance speech remains critically important as millions of voters finally tune in to focus on governor bush 
and his message many for the very first time jonathan alter nbc news philadelphia in anticipation of thursday 
night we want to get the thoughts of some people who've been following the campaign all year they're down 
on the convention floor with nbc's tom brokaw good evening tom good evening john well i'm the novice here 
but i've assembled three of our veteran correspondents are going to help me get through this week and i'm 
going to count on begin tonight let's start with andrea mitchell andrea republicans have been punished in the 
past for their disputatious ways on the 
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past for their disputatious ways on the floors of this convention george w bush doesn't want that to happen 
this has all the spontaneity of an infomercial but then dick cheney's voting record came along that's gotten a 
lot of attention do you think it's just this week or does that have legs i think the democrats are going to try to 
make it have legs we've seen already this new dnc commercial that's going to start airing tomorrow 
extraordinary you know going after cheney's record on tough questions that he has to defend that he's been 
defending on sunday television talking about head start voting against the department of education so i think 
that he's going to be on the defensive but the polling at least the new nbc wall street journal poll shows that 
most people are either neutral or think that he makes them more comfortable about george w bush he's 
certainly appealing to the republican base he won't appeal to independents and the democrats going to try to 
undercut that do you think the impression that he's a grown-up overrides his voting record perhaps i'm not 


sure because the democrats really are going after that voting record that voting record is not mainstream it 
was mainstream perhaps for a conservative republican in 1980 but not for this day and age and he's already 
backpedaling a little bit not on guns but on education and head start claire shipman you're following the al 
gore campaign they must have something else in mind besides attacking the number two guy on the 
republican ticket well they do and originally tom they were going to send a whole cast of characters here 
from the gore campaign but they got a little worried because as you know the republicans are trying to put on 
a very soft and gentle nice convention this year and they were afraid of looking mean and nasty so what 
they've done is they sent the dnc in to do their dirty work so all week we're going to have press conferences 
they're already following george w bush on the campaign trail and what they want to try to do is get specific 
about what they think is our damaging record in texas of george w bush and about mr cheney the thing that 
will be the most potent form of rapid response though probably is an ad campaign that they've launched 
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is an ad campaign that they've launched starting with this cheney ad but ads they're going to run all week 
new ads probably almost every day trying to attack george w bush's record and what's going on here at the 
convention david you've been out with ralph nader recently what kind of a role is he going to play in this 
whole uh shooting match well andrea mentioned the new nbc news wall street journal poll he's pulling eight 
percent in our new poll out today that's surprising and does not vote very well for al gore because two out of 
three of those votes for nader presumably we're told come from the gore camp it's bad news because gore 
has not consolidated his base as many as sixty percent of democrats say they're voting for gore but that 
means forty percent of self-identified democrats aren't voting for gore there's a silver lining for gore in that if 
in the end those democrats conclude nader can't win i'm just throwing away my votes and they come back to 
gore this race gets a lot tighter four years ago we were talking a lot about soccer moms are they still the key 
vote here andrea absolutely women are a key vote because uh even though there's no gender gap that is 
what is giving george w bush this huge advantage over the democrats uh he has been appealing to them 
and of course hispanics hispanic americans another key vote that george w bush thinks he has an 
advantage with that most republicans don't keep in mind that four years ago i was covering bob dole's 
campaign he lost among women by 16 points to bill clinton in our new poll bush is ahead of gore by one 
percent among women that's remarkable if court doesn't reverse this if there isn't a gender gap come 
november it's over for gore and a lot of older americans we can't forget older americans there are a lot of 
them who have really become turned off by what they saw in the last couple of years with bill clinton and al 
gore is having a hard time winning them back but you know we talk about how george w bush wants this 
harmonious and feel-good convention and none of the hard edges and patrick buchanan they are thrilled one 
leading republicans to me today said the best thing is that pat buchanan is no longer a republican we don't 
have to deal with him at this convention 
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convention but around all the bush speeches you have people introducing him and other people 
campaigning for him at those rallies coming toward philadelphia saying pretty tough things about clinton and 
gore so they are getting their shots in all right andrea mitchell claire shipman david bloom you'll be carrying 
me all week long as you have tonight we'll see you for coverage of nbc john all right tom thanks very much 
and now to something which occurred outside this convention hall today four miles away at the so-called 
shadow convention a gathering of people opposed to the gop establishment john mccain got some hecklers 
when he asked the audience to support george w bush governor george bush of texas i think it's quite clear i 
think mccain finished his speech and left he'll get a different reception when he speaks up for bush here on 
tuesday back with more from philadelphia in just a moment sis governor george w bush accepts the 
republican nomination for president here later this week he'll move a step closer to accomplishing something 
not seen since the earliest days of the republic only once before has a son followed his father into the white 
house john quincy adams served as the nation's sixth president his father john adams was the second but 
service in congress has long been a family affair the constitution says no title of nobility shall be given and 
yet somehow the american people have chosen uh their own nobility when stephen hess wrote about 


america's political families back in 1966 he found 17 percent of all members of congress had relatives who 
also served the names course through american history not just the glamorous like the kennedys and 
roosevelts but others lesser known today the beards of delaware the lafollettes of wisconsin the 
breckenridges of kentucky the four washburn brothers in the eighteen hundreds 
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eighteen hundreds each was elected to congress from a different state their mother said no state was big 
enough to hold them donald ritchie the associate historian of the senate says having the proper political 
pedigree can be a big help to a candidate the voters trust them and that helps i mean the political parties of 
course are looking for known commodities they're looking for people that the voters already know and they 
don't have to in a sense repackage and start the from scratch with trying to get some name identity in 
northern new jersey that means the freeling heisens representative rodney freelinghisen is the sixth from his 
family to serve in congress going all the way back to 1793. he represents the same district his father peter 
did for 22 years certainly we're identified with politics i'm not sure it's exactly a family business but i do think 
public service is important it sort of gets into your blood some newer congressional legacies harold ford of 
tennessee charles gonzalez of texas anything lucille roybal ellard of california each following a father's 
footsteps and that is nbc nightly news for this sunday thanks for watching tom philadelphia good evening 
from the first union center in philadelphia where the campaign team of texas governor george w bush has 
converted this convention hall into a giant chamber of positive thinking a sort of biosphere of civility and unity 
where only sweetness and light is allowed to penetrate where anything is possible if they're confident the 
latest nbc news wall street journal poll will only reinforce that george bush is now holding a six-point lead 
over al gore 44-38 percent with the green party candidate ralph nader pulling in 8 that could be trouble for al 
gore governor bush's name was Officially placed a nomination here today and his choice for vice president 
dick cheney showed up in the hall with 
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dick cheney showed up in the hall with his wife lynn cheney will give his acceptance speech on wednesday 
night one of the two star speakers of this night is the candidate's wife laura bush so we begin tonight with 
david gregory and her big send-off today from her husband david well tom as governor bush barnstorms 
through the battleground state of ohio he has kept his attention on his wife laura and her central role at the 
convention tonight in dayton ohio today a big send-off governor bush embraces his wife before she boards a 
plane with her mother and daughters bound for philadelphia nervous they'd say about her big moment at a 
rally the texas governor promises a rousing address by his wife which advisors say will focus on education 
and her husband's core values she's going to talk about our priorities tonight our priorities are our faith our 
priorities are our family and our priorities are this great land we call america and tonight new evidence of the 
very momentum and party unity bush is counting on the nbc news wall street journal poll shows 87 percent of 
republican voters behind their nominee governor bush will appear in the convention hall tonight via satellite 
from a high school here in columbus as for his speech which includes veiled attacks on the morality and 
leadership of the clinton gore administration aides say he has been practicing in front of friends tom thanks 
very much nbc david gregory on the bush campaign train tonight so to speak joining me now as nbc's 
washington bureau chief moderator of meet the press tim rushford has more on that nbc news wall street 
journal poll tim tom if you look inside those numbers it's very revealing as to where george w bush is getting 
his strength let's look at the comparison between men and women amongst men it's gore 34 bush 46 large 
large support for george w bush but look at women gore 41 bush 42 in 1996 bill clinton carried women by 16 
percentage points bush ahead this time let's look at republicans 
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republicans 87 percent republicans for bush only five percent for gore democrats gore support is only 75 
percent of his own party ralph nader coming in with nine percent and tom swing independence this is critical 
george bush 38 al gore 23 15 point margin for bush and nate are getting 14 percent of independence al gore 


has to do better with women independents and liberals but you can't win this race we have to remember 
however it is just the first week in august and al gore still has to have his convention and we'll have to find 
out who's going to name it as the vice president's award and all that can turn these numbers around 
dramatically stay tuned for labor day we'll have a much better sense of whether these polls are accurate or 
not tim the democrats have already invested a lot about 23 million dollars in an ad campaign going after dick 
cheney and his legislative record do we have any idea yet about whether that's sticking for the democrats 
our poll showed that voters by two to one have more confidence and more comfortable with george w bush 
after his cheney announcement the difficulty for al gore tom is how does he distinguish himself from george 
w bush on the issues of education health care social security without appear being negative or mean it's a 
very difficult road it's one that he must take but he has to do it very carefully and deliberately and that's why 
george w bush is making this a quote positive convention all right thanks very much tim russet we'll be 
hearing from you throughout the evening here on msnbc and nbc as well and throughout the week and as 
we've been hearing in the days leading up to this convention security at the first union center and all around 
philadelphia for that matter is very tight i can't remember it being these tight this site in these days in fact 
nbc's pete williams has more tonight on what it takes to keep the public and the politicians safe during 
convention week philadelphia police make a point today of showing tolerance allowing thousands of 
advocates for the poor to march without the required permit police actually leading the march part of the way 
this morning just a handful of protesters arrested for blocking traffic city police have trained for months 
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city police have trained for months determined to avoid the kind of out-of-control protest that grew violent in 
seattle at last year's world trade conference for the us secret service responsible for security inside the 
philadelphia convention hall training began 18 months ago to handle far more serious threats a rare look at 
the special training center outside washington dc where agents prepare for the worst learning how to protect 
the president and to use those same skills to guard the candidates in this rarely seen exercise a mock 
ambush on the president's limousine after using explosives to stop the car attackers opened fire inside a 
secret service agent dives from the front seat to the back throwing himself over the president larry cockle 
once in charge of the detail protecting the president now supervises training for all agents without that 
frequent and intense training we think we lose that that focus and the sharpness that that keeps us where we 
are in our protective missions in this exercise the candidate shakes hands in a rope line when someone in 
the crowd suddenly jumps forward and sprays a chemical in his face agents bundle him up and sweep him 
away while others arrest the attacker even though agents work hard to be ready for anything the secret 
service hopes none of that training will actually be put to use here at the convention the ultimate goal is 
preventing trouble before it can escalate into danger the on-scene commander says if his agents did their 
jobs right to prepare for this event they'll never have to draw their guns if someone chooses not to challenge 
us we may never know that but were we not there were we not uh in place it might have been another uh 
outcome with security unusually tight agents check everywhere trouble could hide even the gears that run 
the escalators hoping the fast reaction skills they've learned will remain a secret part of their service pete 
williams nbc news philadelphia 


01:00:01 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch ?v=eRi39yWBNE4&t=3601s 





williams nbc news philadelphia general colin powell former chairman of the joint chiefs of staff and the most 
influential african-american in the republican party will speak here tonight and he's going to tell the delegates 
they have to think about minorities in america every day not just every four years powell is one of two star 
speakers tonight if this all works out as the bush family hopes there will be another first name to add to the 
familiar list of first ladies eleanor mamie jackie nancy hillary and the like laura as in laura bush the texas-born 
and reared wife of george w tonight she appears in prime time as a speaker a very conspicuous debut for a 
reserved woman here's nbc's lisa myers tonight the wife who says she prefers the back row to the spotlight 
rehearsing her primetime speech which her husband jokes today is in direct violation of their prenuptial 
agreement i said would you marry me she said yes so long as i don't ever have to give any speeches what 
will she talk about i'm going to talk about george of course and her passion education for 10 years before 


she was married she taught grade school and was a librarian though she held traditional jobs laura bush is 
tired of being portrayed as a throwback as somehow old-fashioned you've stopped describing yourself as 
traditional in a lot of ways i don't think i'm that traditional i mean i feel very contemporary i am educated you 
know i have two girls that i want to have the opportunity to be whatever they want to be for the record you 
are not meek i'm not meek you're independent i'm independent in fact by all accounts she holds her own with 
the matriarch of the bush clan her mother-in-law barbara now what kind of advice does barbara bush give 
you the latest advice was to wear vivid colors so you can tell i didn't mind her friends say laura bush is the 
calm to her husband's storm as unflappable as he is frenetic he credits her with helping him stop 
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credits her with helping him stop drinking it was written that you that your husband was concerned that you 
might leave him because of his drinking but that's not true at all we didn't have problems in our marriage mrs 
bush sidesteps most issues especially abortion and whether she like her husband opposes a woman's right 
to choose do you believe that a woman should have the right to choose an abortion i agree with george that 
we should try to do what we can to reduce the number of abortions it sounds like you agree with your 
mother-in-law barbara bush that you're pro-choice well that's what you said lisa no i'm not putting the label on 
myself and she insists she's not one of her husband's top advisors she's his wife and she hopes 99 days 
from now america's first lady lisa myers nbc news philadelphia this is the first convention of a new century a 
new millennium and a new age the age of the internet if television was a breakthrough at the 1948 gop 
convention here in philadelphia you should see us now with scores of cameras flying roving and mounted 
day and night nbc news will bring you what at first glance appears to be exhaustive although traditional 
coverage of this republican national convention about soccer mom but a closer look reveals why this is truly 
the first convention of the 21st century there's a dramatic new dimension to covering the convention this time 
it is of course the internet if you're on a website you can talk to delegates you can talk to politicians you can 
talk to journalists on msnbc.com i'll be offering my daily reflections on the republican national convention 
here in the convention hall 10 000 square feet of hard and software designed to make the convention 
experience personal and interactive it's no longer about computers and technology it's about a medium 
reaching millions of people in real time and on their terms from your home or office msnbc and 34 
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from your home or office msnbc and 34 other venues here along internet alley will allow you to experience 
the convention as though you were here this truly is the first e-convention of course you can see all that right 
now on msnbc.com on the internet and i'll see you for complete coverage tonight on msnbc on cable with the 
entire nbc news team i'm tom brokaw i'll see you then 


END 


